
l'fc«iiiiii^iB»<>awiii 


American Qbinion 


Summary 


Department of State ^"^ 


file copy 


No. 106 


October 26, 1962 


RUSSIA AND CIJ3A 


InJ. ti a 1 cornru^nt^lndicaoos _arr£CHient that, .tIiG_U 0- S o _^cs>nn ot a ccept a 
iedraT^orJjuvi on activities relating to Cuba which ^ould leave the 
Cuban ;;eapons threat intact (e c g. Balt Sun, N.Y C Times, Uall 
St. Journals Scripps-Howsrd T s Washo Tons, Washo Post) As the 
rhiiadelphia Inquirer expresses it, "the missile- bases MUST be dis- 
mantled before v;e can talk peaceably with Russia, Cuba or even the 

UafJo" 

A few sugge st t hat a mo rat or inn period .would be u sedjby the Russians 
J- : S_, r !i-^§r^J7^ (eogo Uo'/o Herald Tribune, 

Pkila* Inquirer) <, Past Soviet deception "makes it impossible for 
this country to accept the Soviet nerd as a sufficient guaranty 
that the missile shipments will, in fact, be suspended," the New 
York Herald Tribune asserts 

Negotiations'., u nder reas onabl e conditions are, considered desirabl e by 
a^auniber (e go IK'io Herald Tribune, 'tUYo Times, Phi la Inquirer, 
Wash* Post)o Interpreting the President's position to be that 
negotiations will be undertaken as soon as the missile threat is 
removed, the Washington Post concludes: "This is a wholly reason- 
able position which leaves the door wide open to a peaceful solu- 
tion in keeping with the security of the Western Hemisphere " 


L"he new xoru rimes says tn 


11 


sooner or later, negotiations must 
2t under way, not merely on Cuba but on the whole world crisis o" 
ig Boston Herald suggests that we should assist Khrushchev "to 
iud a graceful way to retreats" 

_c-"p r cs_s , core id erabl ...dubi 011 sues 3 .abo ut negotiation 


now (e.g. Hearst's I:'oY Journal-American; Wall 5t JdurnalTT The 
Wall Street Journal sees "little point in negotiating when one side 
defines it as trying to take everything v;e f ve got c " 

res ident.. Kenn edy l^s^'oplio v.. has < united..the i l{est i er i n. i He~iiSDhere < some 
stress (DaTto Sum, Washo Post To "By "narrowing the dispute to the 
question of shipping nuclear missiles to Cuba* this country has 
■.'ouud a unifying denominator,' 7 and avoided splitting Latin America, 
the Post says* William II „ Chamberlin suggests that the decisive- 
ness of U,S, action brought the OAS support* 

3ik_idQll\-JttaiC^^ , Ro s c e Dr ummond 

"" suggests c ""Either the'Sovict Union cr'the United' States will have 

to sack away c In either event the consequence will mark a turning- 

noint in the cold war." he says 
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